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Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

7:00 - 8:00 PM 

 

Present: Phil Schmidt (Chair) 
Fr. Maurice Okolie  
Susie Sirman (Liturgy Committee) 
Stan Lozinski (Knights)  
Ginny Blerot (CWL) 
Nicole Schoenberger (HFP Office Administration)  
Marieta Paul (Sacramental Prep, School Liaison & Music ministry)  
Erin Cloutier (Vice Chair & Stewardship)  

Regrets: Gary Hutnan (Ministries Liaison)  
Bill Van Hoof (Maintenance)  
Dennis Woytas (RCIA)  
Megan Findlay (Youth)  

 
 

1. Call to order – Phil   

2. Opening prayer – Fr. Maurice 

3. Adoption of June 28, 2017  minutes 

 MOTION: Erin moved that the minutes be adopted, seconded by Ginny, motion carried. 

  

4. Old business – Review action items and decisions from May Minutes 

4.1. Audio-Visual System 

 Cor de Boon has a copy of the new music books being used at the Basilica and will bring it 

to the music committee meeting 

 The subcommittee prepared a list of questions for us to take to parishes around the 

diocese that have A/V systems. 

 Updates on Parish Visits 

PPC Member Parish to visit Visit complete Report provided 

Susie St. Charles   

Nicole Corpus Christi ☑ ☑ 

Erin OLPH ☑  
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Gary St. Albert ☑  

Ginny St. Theresa ☑ ☑ 

Dennis Holy Trinity 

Red Willow Comm. Church 

  

Marieta North Pointe   

Bill Christ City ☑  

Phil St. Albert Alliance ☑ ☑ 

  

 

 Discussion ensued with PPC members providing some general observations.   

 ACTION ITEM: PPC members to complete their visits and reports prior to the next 

meeting. 

 Jonny Sirman has joined the AV subcommittee 

 

 

4.2. AGM  

 Suggestion was brought forth to host the AGM in conjunction with a potluck instead of 

a pancake breakfast 

 AGM will be held on November 19th following the 11:00AM mass as a potluck. 

 ACTION ITEM: Phil to set a date for a planning meeting for the AGM and invite 

PPC members to attend 

 

4.3. Quantify & Report Volunteer Hours 

 The finance committee is already tracking the bulk of the maintenance work that is 

being done on a volunteer basis  

 Nicole tracks the donations in kind when parishioners donate goods or services in 

exchange for a tax receipts 

 ACTION ITEM: Nicole to quantify the hours donated by contractors providing 

regular services such as snow removal.  

 We need to be aware of how this information is solicited and reported to the parish in 

order to protect a donor’s wishes for privacy.  It will be reported in general terms rather 

than associating hours with individuals 

 

5. New business 

5.1. Pastoral Team Update – Nicole  
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 The Pastoral Team has been meeting on a weekly basis, with the main goal being Catechesis. 

 They are in the process of updating their mission statement and will be asking for parish 

involvement 

 In November, they are introducing a prayer intention box in the Welcoming Area, and it will be 

brought up during the collection.  We will add a prayer for all the intentions in the box that 

week. 

 They are also working on the connection between believing and belonging by having more 

community-building activities (such as potlucks) that includes a testimony. 

 During Advent, they will be working on ideas for Catechesis, such as two-minute videos before 

mass (on topics such as the mass) 

 Communication: they are making the following efforts to improve communication 

o exploring more ways to use Social Media 

o resuming the reading of some announcements before mass when events involve the whole 

parish (such as Stewardship September) 

 

5.2. Letter from Archbishop Smith – Fr. Maurice 

 The Archbishop has delivered a Pastoral Letter outlining our Archdiocese’s focus 

 His previous letter was in 2011 Letter was regarding the theme of “Nothing More Beautiful” and 

set out the three priorities of Evangelization, Faith formation and Vocations 

 His latest Letter calls us to make God’s Word more central to the daily lives of Catholic families 

and to bear witness to others about the impact of God in their daily lives and relates these back 

to these same three priorities. 

 We will be working to provide parishioners with supporting materials to help them live out 

their faith more fully. 

 The Pastoral team will be focusing their attention on assisting ministries in working toward 

these goals. 

 Examples of things we are already doing: 

o distributing candy to the kids after mass 

o having the children in Children’s Liturgy completing their crafts with their family 

 

5.3.  Catholic School Board Trustee Election Protocol in Parishes – CAED Policy No. 1101 - Phil 

 The Archdiocese has policies regarding the campaigning protocols for school trustee candidates  

 The existence of the policy was advertised in the bulletin so that the candidates are aware that it 

exists 

 Fr. Ignatio and Fr. Maurice will be meeting to come up with a common policy regarding 

campaign protocols in both St. Albert parishes 

 Where there is discretion left up to the parish, we intend to request that: 

o if the candidates wish to hold a forum, a date will be set and the church can facilitate as 

hosts and all candidates will be invited 
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o candidates may enter into conversations informally after mass (such as during coffee time) 

with other parishioners 

o they shall not interfere in any way with the parishioners’ ability to worship 

o if they are campaigning individually, they must distribute their materials outside of the 

church building 

o any campaigning will be done after mass, and not prior 

o if we post any materials, (e.g. in the bulletin or on our website), it will be general 

information on all candidates, such as their names and their websites 

o no Church groups shall endorse a particular candidate 

 following the meeting with St. Albert Parish, a document will be developed with our guidelines.  

ACTION ITEM: Nicole will liaise with the school board to have the policy posted on their 

website. 

 candidates that are running for other offices (such as city council) may not campaign on the 

premises, including mass distribution of materials or speaking publically regarding any of the 

candidates 

 

 5.4  Farewell to Deacon Don – October 15th, 2-4p.m.   

 

6. Next meeting – Thursday, October 19, 2017 

6.1. Closing prayer for next meeting – Nicole 

 

 

 

O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the changing of the seasons.  

 

As we welcome the autumn months,  

may the earlier setting of the sun  

remind us to take time to rest.  

 

May the brilliant colors of the leaves  

remind us of the wonder of your creation.  

 

May the steam of our breath in the cool air  

remind us that it is you who give us the breath of life.  

  

May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have been given and bounty we are to 

share with others. 

May the dying of summer’s spirit remind us of your great promise that death is temporary and life is 

eternal. 

We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. Amen. 


